
I would love to go to that conference, but I‘m pretty sure that would upset my 
postdoctoral advisor.  Rumors have it that he hasn‘t talked to the organizer of that 
conference in more than a decade even though they work on closely related questions. 

I really just want to steer clear of any trouble. 
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Role: Student 

I feel somewhat in�midated by one of the teaching assistants. He makes me feel I am 

unable to achieve anything and that I don’t belong into this class. The guys around me all

seem to understand what the professor is talking about, but I am completely lost. 

Role: Student

Whenever I visit my parents, they complain that I study something “useless“ and am not 

making any money yet. I‘m star�ng to feel really discouraged. 
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Role: Student 

I thought I had a good grip this one lecture, but during the exam I just blacked out and 

couldn‘t even understand the problems. I used to be nervous for big exams before too, 

but it seems to be ge'ng worse.
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I really just want to steer clear of any trouble. 

Role: Student 

Do I need to go abroad at some point? I really don´t want to, but I feel like it is almost 

mandatory to get a job later. 

Role: Student

I got diagnosed with macular degenera�on last week and might lose my eyesight at 

some point. Is it even possible to do math when you’re blind? Should I switch careers 

before it’s too late? Who do I talk to? I feel so lost. 
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postdoctoral advisor.  Rumors have it that he hasn‘t talked to the organizer of that 
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I really just want to steer clear of any trouble. 

Role: Student 

I would love to go abroad for a semester or two, but I’m a bit scared.

Role: Student

I spend so much �me waitressing and tutoring high school students that I don‘t +nd �me

to study. Maybe I should quit studying altogether.

Role: Student

Since my partner has broken up with me three months ago, I cannot focus on math 

anymore. I feel so sad and hurt. Most of the �me I just sit around and sulk.

Role: Student

I wasn’t able to focus the whole week. My grandma broke her hip on Saturday and is 

now in hospital and I talk to her on the phone all the �me. Even when I am not on the 

phone, I +nd it very di/cult to focus on math. 

Sekretariat Diffgeo
CC-BY-SA 4.0 https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
Authors: Carla Cederbaum, Sophia Jahns, Anna Wienhard
Contains materials and ideas developed by or in collaboration with: May-Britt Becker, Benjamin Cooke, Ingrid Daubechies, Katrin Grass, Mareike Kaina, Maria Rupprecht, Anna Schilling, Lea Schmid, Sarah Schott, and Michael Winckler. 



